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President’s Message 
 

 March is Women's History Month, and we need to be grateful for all the women who 

have gone before us and fought for the rights that we now tend to take for granted.  

Along with these courageous women, AAUW has been in the forefront in defending 

women's rights for many decades, and I hope you feel as proud as I do to be a member of 

this outstanding organization. 

  

I am concerned that we do not see more of our members supporting our Branch by 

attending programs and activities that have been planned for you. I worry that we are not 

meeting your needs, and that you are not getting much from your membership.  We just 

had a luncheon for members of all four Branches in our county, and had the opportunity 

to hear an outstanding young woman attending UCSB who has received a fellowship 

from our Educational Foundation that is enabling her to publish her research on why 

women continue to experience the wage gap. Not many of our members took the 

opportunity to actually meet someone who is the recipient of our hard-earned Churro 

Booth proceeds. This month the Santa Maria Branch has invited us to be a part of their 

highly-successful Author's Forum and luncheon.  In April, Marell is putting together a 

program involving the Rape Crisis Center and how women are victims of violence 

perpetrated through the internet.  We need 25 people to be able to have this at the 

Country Club where we will enjoy a breakfast prepared by the new, well-known chef, 

Sissy.  Please let Marell know that you will be there.  I know that you will be glad that 

you made the effort to attend. 

  

The Board has appointed a nominating committee that will be looking for people who 

will be pleased to be leaders in AAUW.  It really is a pleasure to be on a Board with 

intelligent, interesting women who are working to advance the status of women and 

striving to meet the needs of our members. If you are interested in being asked, please let 

our co-president, Sandy, or me know. 

  
 

                    Donna Wood, Your Co-President 

 

 

 



 

Programs 

 

What's Going On:  An Overview of Local Women's Issues and Programs                                                                            
 

Speakers:  Staff of the North County Rape Crisis Center 

Date:  Saturday, April 10 

Time:  10 a.m. 

 Place:  Restaurant 4300 (Village Country Club) 

Cost:  $15 which includes coffee and full breakfast buffet. 

 

Please join us for a presentation by staff members of our local Rape Crisis office who will discuss issues 

facing women in our community. This is a follow up to our fall program on cyberbullying which  

generated much discussion about new forms of sexual harassment. Learn how the Lompoc community is 

dealing with these issues and helping women lead safe, productive lives. 

 

Doors will be open at 9:45 a.m. so everyone can grab a cup of coffee/ tea and settle in.  Our speakers 

will begin at 10 a.m.  The breakfast buffet will follow their presentation.  This will be a good 

opportunity to visit with other members. We will have the large dining room, but it will be open to the 

public after 11 a.m.  That is why we will have our speakers first.  

  

Send your check made out to Marell Brooks to 718 St. Andrews Way.  I will write one check the day of 

the event. For more information or to make a reservation, call Marell at 733-3462. 

 

                                                                                  Marell Brooks, Program Chair 
 

 

 

 

Scholarship 

                                                                                                
                                            

 

                                   Scholarship Committee Report 
 

Balance as of January 21, 2010                       $1812.25 

Income   Donations from members                      485.00                         

Total                                                                 $2297.25 

 

Expenses                                                                 none 

 

Balance as of March 2, 2010                             $2297.25           

 

 

                                                                                  Joyce Barker, Scholarship Chair 
 

 



 

Membership 
Welcome to our newest member, Naomi Lynn Pelsinger.  

 

Naomi was born in Brooklyn, New York during the time of Franklin D. Rooseveltôs term as President. 

She moved to California with her parents in the late 40ôs. After graduating from CSU Long Beach with 

a B.A. in Social Science she obtained a teaching credential in General Elementary Teaching, married, 

had three children, and a dog and cat.  

Naomi taught Special Education in Long Beach for 19 years. She received a Masterôs Degree in 

Psychology from Pepperdine University, Los Angeles, and then became a licensed Marriage, Family 

Therapist in 1999. She also supervised the Home School Liaison program in 26 schools in Santa Barbara 

County in the 1990ôs. In August 2001 Naomi moved to Lompoc and taught psychology at Hancock 

College 2001-2002. She was the Clinical Director at People Helping People in Solvang until 2006. 

 

                                                                                              Charlotte Hayes, Membership Chair                                                                                                
Interbranch Council 
 

Twenty-five ladies enjoyed the annual IBC luncheon held at Pea Soup Andersonôs on Saturday, 

February 20. All the inter-branch groups were represented. Lunch was a choice of tri tip, Caesar salad, 

or chicken.  

 

Speaker, Julie Spencer-Rodgers, gave a wonderful presentation on her most recent research and studies 

of womenôs inequities in the job market. Along with her slide visuals, she gave us a rundown on her 

personal challenges of being a woman, mother, researcher, and teacher. 

 

Each branch president or co-president gave a report from their unit on the yearôs activities so far and 

what is yet to come. Important dates from each group were circulated so that we can be aware of what is 

happening elsewhere and all are always welcome to attend as a visitor. Listed are a few that were 

mentioned:  

March 20, Authorsô Forum, Santa Maria; April 10, Rape Crisis Forum, Lompoc; May14-16, Marie 

Wolbach, Tecktrek creator, Santa Barbara; May, State Convention, San Ramon; August 26,  

Anniversary of Womenôs Rights, SB;  August 14, PCPA, West Side Story, Solvang. 

                                                                                                   

                                                                                            Jan Herber, IBC Chair 
Churro Booth 

 
Wynn Clevenger has volunteered to chair the Churro booth for this year. Please call her if you want to 

help. Julie Schneringer has the schedule for the members who want to work in the booth.  E-mail her if 

you have special times you would like to work.  

I know you all love to work in the booth during the Flower Festival. It gives you a chance to see and 

visit with your friends.  Thank you all for the help you have given in the past. We are looking forward a 

great festival this year. 

     Mary Vossler 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Roaming Readers 
                                                                                                                              

 

April 5: Sundays at Tiffanyôs by James Patterson & Gabrielle Charbonnet 

(Betty Staight) 

 

May 3: Middlemarch by George Eliot (Bess Christensen) 

 

June 7: The Power of  One by Bryce Courtney (Kitty MacKenzie) 

 

July 5: Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout (Jane Holloway) 

 
Roaming Readers meets at 9:00 a.m. the first Monday of each month at a place selected by that monthôs 

hostess. Interested AAUW members are always welcome to join us. 

 

                                              

                                
                                Calendar of Events 

 

 

March 20                Santa Maria Authors’ Forum at the Radisson 

 

April 30-May 2      Convention 2010 at San Ramon Marriot 

May   1                     Fifth Annual Women’s Literary Festival at the Fess Parker’s     

Doubletree Resort in Santa Barbara from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

May                        Installation (date and location to be determined) 

 

June 23-27              Flower Festival Churro Booth 

 

August 14              PCPA West Side Story at Solvang Theater 

 

Scattered Seeds Editor: Denise Aylward   e-mail-lompocan@verizon.net 

Circulation: Virginia Kern   e-mail-kernvirginia@aol.com---733 4403 
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American Association of University Women 

Works for the education and equity for women, and 

positive societal change.  AAUW Values and seeks  

a diverse membership.  There is no barrier to full 

participation in this organization on the basis of 

gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,  

national origin, or disability.   
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


